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A South African HIV/AIDS activist.
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Agency Goal: Broad-Based
Economic Growth and
Agricultural Development

Economic Growth

Recent Trends
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A Furniture Maker in
Guinea Discovers the
Internet

Lanciné Diané, a furniture maker
in Kankan, Guinea, had never
been online before, but he had
heard enough about the Internet
to know that it would be useful to
his business, so he became the first
subscriber when the Internet
came to his town. He taught
himself everything that he knows
about computers and he was
quickly able to find practical uses
for the Internet. He keeps up to
date in the latest technology in
woodworking equipment; he
made some purchases online (not
an easy task given the limitations
to the banking system in upcountry
Guinea); and he gets ideas for
furniture design from websites in
the United States and Europe.
USAID’s Leland Initiative facilitated
the installation of the national
Internet gateway in the capital,
Conakry, and funded Internet
gateway connections for three
other cities, including Kankan.
—Source: USAID/Guinea website

���

H
. C

a
u

d
ill

/U
SA

ID
 G

u
in

e
a

Laciné Diané (top, center) and his
staff.
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Agriculture

Recent Trends
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Cassava Recovers in Uganda
More cassava is produced in Africa than anywhere else in the world—80-

90 million metric tons annually. With more than 200 million people depending
on cassava as their staple food, it is the most important food security crop in
sub-Saharan Africa. In Uganda, cassava as a staple food crop is second
only to bananas in terms of total production, but it is the most important crop
for food security. Between 12 and 15 million people grow cassava in
Uganda, on 400,000 hectares of land. Annual production peaked at 3.5
million tons in 1989, until a new and devastating form of cassava mosaic
disease struck, reducing national production levels by approximately 40
percent.

It is estimated that between 1992 and 1997, annual losses to Ugandan
farmers as a result of cassava mosaic disease were approximately US $60
million; total losses have exceeded $400 million in the past 10 years. In
addition, the decline in cassava production severely disrupted household
food security. Cassava functions as a “food bank” because it is drought-
resistant and can be left in the ground for two to three years without being
harvested, serving as a bridge when more vulnerable annual crops are not
available. In addition to Uganda, the neighboring countries of Kenya,
Tanzania, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Sudan have
also been affected by the disease, so Uganda was unable to look to these
neighbors to fill the deficit.

 USAID and other donors quickly responded to the crisis. In collaboration
with the International Institute for Tropical Agriculture and Uganda’s National
Agricultural Research Organization (NARO), USAID supported basic re-
search, institutional development, and the multiplication and dissemination of
disease-resistant cassava planting materials held in reserve by NARO. Over
the past 10 years, USAID has invested approximately $5.3 million, half of the
total funds required to combat the decline in cassava production. The return
on this investment has been enormous. Cassava production in USAID’s
target areas increased from less than 1,000 metric tons in 1997, to 342,000
metric tons in 1999, thus greatly increasing the food supply for low income
Ugandans. The Kampala wholesale market value of the 1999 crop from
these target areas was estimated at over $40 million, exceeding the amount
of USAID’s initial investment by 700 percent in this year alone.
—Source: UGANDA FY2002 R4
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Sudan’s Dinka and Nuer Find
Common Ground to End
Long-Term Conflict

In March 1999, a USAID-sponsored
participatory, grassroots peace
process in Sudan brought together
more than 300 Dinka and Nuer
traditional leaders and church elders,
which led to the signing of an historic
peace agreement at Wunlit, Bahr el
Ghazal. The process for this agree-
ment began in 1998 under the
auspices of the New Sudan Council
of Churches (NSCC). Funding from
USAID’s Greater Horn of Africa
Initiative and Sudan Transitional
Assistance for Rehabilitation pro-
gram financed the event as well as
follow-on NSCC peace building initiatives.

By telling stories of war and loss from years of cattle raiding and abduction
of women and children, the Dinka and Nuer leaders used cattle sacrifice
and other traditional ceremonies at the conference to bind their communi-
ties to the agreement and end their conflict. The Wunlit Agreement provides
for the adjudication of disputes over access rights to pasture and water
sources and establishment of border courts and police posts jointly oper-
ated by the Dinka and Nuer. Within six months of the signing, five high fre-
quency radio posts were established along the Dinka-Nuer frontier, providing
an important means to prevent future conflict.

One of the NSCC’s peace mobilizers who played a key role in organizing
the peace agreement revisited the site in February 2000 and witnessed how
communities empowered by the peace have resumed living as neighbors in
areas that had been “no man’s land” for more than seven years. He wrote:
“I did not see people moving with guns as was the case before the Wunlit
Peace Agreement. Amazingly enough, the Nuer displaced people were
mixed with local people in a cheerful mood. The Dinka and Nuer children
were playing together.” (A complete report on this process is available at
www.members.tripod.com/SudanInfonet.)
—Source: RESDO/ESA FY2002 R4
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Agency Goal: Human
Capacity through Educa-
tion and Training

Recent Trends
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Mukumela, Adult Learner
Mukumela Ratshitiamba was

born 1946 in the Northern Province
in South Africa. One of seven
children, she never attended
school. Neither did her brothers
and sisters. She says that learning
how to read and write in 1999 was
one of the best things she has ever
done. Mukumela is part of the
adult learning program offered by
partner groups from the Depart-
ment of Education, Project
Literacy, and USAID. She sends her
own children to school because,
as she says, “Life is difficult for me
without an education. I want my
children to have better opportuni-
ties than I’ve had.” Mukumela
grows tomatoes, cabbages, and
onions. She earns money by
making and selling vetkoeks (South
African pastries) to teenagers at
the local school. Mukumela says
she doesn’t want to work for
anybody else, preferring to be self-
employed. This attitude is echoed
by most of the 125 other adult
learners who will benefit further
from two skills-training courses
offered as the next phase of adult
learning in the province. Mukumela
looks forward to learning how to
better grow and manage agricul-
tural goods to sell in the area. She
is also eager to learn marketing
principles that will be taught in the
small, medium, and micro enter-
prises course she plans to take. This
approach links learning to devel-
opment and enables participants
to achieve meaningful qualifica-
tions and income-generating
power.
—Source: South Africa FY2002 R4
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A teacher and students in South Africa.
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Agency Goal: World Popu-
lation Stabilized and Hu-
man Health Protected

Child Survival and Maternal
Health

Recent Trends
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Preserving Madagascar’s Biodiversity
In Madagascar, USAID is helping the country figure out how to successfully

manage what is one of the earth’s top three biodiversity hotspots. Eighty
percent of species in Madagascar are found nowhere else on earth. At the
same time, USAID is working to improve the livelihoods of Madagascar’s
population, ranked as the world’s 13th poorest, many of whom depend upon
natural areas for their livelihoods. The results from environmental programs
here show that the mission is successfully meeting this challenge. Represen-
tative of 94 percent (16 out of 17) of critical habitats now fall within the
protected area network (compared to 50 percent in 1996). This represents
1,718,544 hectares or about 8 percent of Madagascar’s landmass now
under some form of protection (compared to 4.7 percent in 1989).

To complement these protective measures, USAID is helping communities
within priority areas to improve their livelihoods through alternatives to slash
and burn agriculture and through devolution of forest management author-
ity to local communities. Last year, 222 villages participated in community-
based conservation activities (up from 144 in 1997 and 160 in 1998). Results
from these activities include increased crop yields (from 10 to 90 percent for
rice and 40 to 200 percent for off-season crops), increased revenues,
reduced land clearing, and introduction of new crops and varieties. And, in
a pioneering move for Madagascar, the Ministry of Water and Forests
processed nine contracts transferring management of forest resources to
local community associations. Currently, 36 community-based associations
are legally registered, increasing the prospects for a rapid increase in
community managed forests. USAID further helped Madagascar to link
conservation and the private sector through the establishment of two
ecotourism investment zones.
—Source: Madagascar FY2002 R4
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An HIV/AIDS peer counselling group in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
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Family Planning

Recent Trends
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Polio Eradication Program in Liberia
Immunization coverage in Liberia had become extremely low, partly due

to its seven-year civil war. This included vaccination against polio, a disease
that the World Health Organization (WHO) has targeted for eradication early
in the first decade of this century. In 1998, less than 40 percent of prewar
health facilities were functional and the coverage of the protective third
dose of oral polio vaccine was estimated at only 19 percent.

Liberia, along with 13 other African countries, received funding for
selected components of the action plans for National Immunization Days
(NID) for the Global Eradication of Polio. In 1998, USAID provided a grant to
support the WHO’s regional Africa Polio Eradication Initiative in Liberia, which
strengthens routine immunization services by developing sustainable immuni-
zation and disease control programs.

Liberia’s first and second year NID for polio eradication were conducted
in January and February of 1999, and January through March of 2000,
respectively. During the first year, a total of 524,593 children below 5 years of
age were targeted for polio immunization. The average coverage rate for
the targeted population during Liberia’s first NID was actually greater than
100 percent (118 percent); official population estimates often do not
include refugees and internally displaced persons and are therefore lower
than the real figures. During the second year, a total of 690,936 children
below 5 years of age were targeted for polio immunization, an increase of
32 percent as compared to the target population for the 1999 NID, with an
average coverage rate again exceeding the estimated target population.

The high level of political commitment by the government was one of the
contributing factors that led to the success. The president of Liberia officially
launched the Polio Eradication Program and organized an inter-ministerial
committee to support the implementation of the National Immunization
Days. The president further appealed to all government ministries and
agencies, NGOs, political and civil leaders—including county superinten-
dents, chiefs, religious leaders, and traditional leaders—to actively partici-
pate in the planning and implementation of the NID campaigns. A presiden-
tial proclamation declared the first day of the first and second rounds of NID
a public holiday, making it easier for mothers and caretakers to bring their
children to the various vaccination sites.
—Source: Liberia FY2002 R4
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Integrating Gender into
USAID Programming

Recent Trends
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Lifting Women Out of
Poverty: PRIDE/Finance
on the Ground

The best local rice dishes and cold
drinks in Mamou are said to be found
at Le Golf, a restaurant run by
Madame Mariama Bah that attracts
locals and expatriates alike. Ma-
dame Bah was able to make the
restaurant profitable by obtaining a
small loan of US $150.00 from PRIDE/
Finance, a successful micro-finance
institution supported by USAID/
Guinea.

Back in 1992, Madame Bah
enjoyed only modest success as a
seamstress with a very small restau-
rant. When she heard about PRIDE,
she got together with a group of
unemployed friends to secure a
group loan. “Thanks to the training I
received, I was able to make my
businesses successful.” She rein-
vested in her restaurant by buying bigger pots and pans to serve more
customers, and a freezer for food storage. She has also turned her modest
sewing business into an active sewing school.

Madame Bah has since graduated to higher-value individual loans from
PRIDE. She has also paid to take PRIDE/Formation’s (the “sister NGO” of
PRIDE/Finance) continuing education course called the Spirit of Entrepre-
neurship on reinvestment and business diversification. Her latest project is a
video store next door to her restaurant, which will open up later this year.

The added income from businesses is helping her and her husband, a
school teacher, put all eight of her children through school. Her goal is to get
them all through high school, and hopefully beyond. “My children aren’t in
the business—they’re in school where they belong.”
—by Laura Lartigue for USAID/Guinea
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Mariam Bah at her restaurant.

5��
���	
�2���������*�	���
=������6�������#2*=6$��5*!&)(
��	������	���������
��-�����	�������
����������������
����������0��
��	���������������	����
������������
�
��
����	�����������������
���������
����
���>������
����������,�
������
���
2*=6���	��������-...�	����������,

������
������
�����
�����A���
��
���
��������������	��	
���	����	
�-..A
�����������
���
�����
����	����
�
��
����=�����������
�
�����
����

2*=6���	�����	��
����
���������
�����
�
����������
����	��	��
���
�	����������
�
��
����
��
��
��������
��������������	��������
��

&��-...��5*!&),��C
������
2
��
������*���	
���!��������� 
�
����������
�������
��
����������



12 Progress in Africa 2000

For more information, contact
Bureau for Africa, USAID
Washington, D.C. 20523

www.usaid.gov/regions/afr
e-mail: abic@rrs.cdie.org
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